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Reading - key skills:

1. Decoding 

2. Accuracy and fluency

3. Predicting 

4. Making comparisons and links 

between texts

5. Understanding vocabulary 

6. Identifying and explaining key 

aspects of  texts

7. Identifying and explaining the 

sequence of  events

8. Making inferences 



Decoding:

• using phonics to segment and blend 

(‘sound out’) new words

• knowledge of  ‘tricky words’

IMPORTANT!

Reading COMPREHENSION should start 

from day one of  reading (and even before 

decoding -> e.g. books with pictures only).

THIS IS THE POINT OF READING! 



What time of 
the day is it? 
How do you 
know?

Who are the 
little creatures? 
What are they 
doing? 

What questions 
that aid 
comprehension 
could you ask 
about this 
picture?

Why does the 
old couple 
look so 
surprised? 

Why are they 
hiding?

What might 
happen next?What tools 

can you 
name? 



Accuracy and fluency:

• DAILY READING practice leads to 

increased fluency -> a key to 

developing reading STAMINA and 

finding pleasure in reading 

• Is your child reading with EXPRESSION 

that reflects understanding? -> a cue to 

the level of  reading comprehension

• ‘Shadow reading’ is a good way to 

teach reading with expression

• Use your phone or tablet to record your 

child reading a passage of  text -> 

discuss -> improve!



Dad wanted a meeting. ‘I have had a good idea,’ he said.

Chip groaned. ‘I don’t like the sound of this,’ he said.

Dad had a big piece of paper. 

‘I don’t like the look of it, either,’ said Biff.



Predicting:

• Is your child able to make a prediction 

BASED ON THE TEXT?





Making comparisons and links between texts:

• Does this book / story remind you of  

another story you have read? How?





Understanding vocabulary :

• A KEY to reading comprehension!

• WARNING! Children can read many words 

they do not actually know the meaning of  or 

understand!

• Wider reading leads to wider vocabulary

• All life experiences and TALKING about 

them will aid vocabulary development



Orange level:

When Mum made samosas, everyone wanted one. The 
twins, Sunita and Sanjay, thought Mum’s samosas 
were great. So did Dad and older brother Raj. So did 
Grandma and Grandpa. Even the dog Benji loved 
them! The samosas never lasted very long!



Purple level:

That night, the sock drawer was too crowded for Pam. 
She decided to go next door to the house where Mr 
and Mrs Nesbit lived. She hoped the Nesbits has a big 
bed, with plenty of room in it for a friendly python. 



Gold level:

“There’s a boat on the way which will be in the 
harbour at the first light of day. It’s laden with haddock 
from rudder to bow – it’s the biggest catch ever. “ 


