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Embedding Quality Literature in Your Curriculum
“Nothing is more important in education than ensuring
that every child can read well. Pupils who can read are
overwhelmingly more likely to succeed at school, achieve
good qualifications, and subsequently enjoy a fulfilling and
rewarding career. Those who cannot will find themselves
at constant disadvantage.”
Quote from a DFE paper – “Reading: The Next Steps”

Mastering Reading
Read it

This aspect includes using phonics and other reading
behaviours to de-code the print.

Understand it

Making sure the text makes sense and, at an early
stage, make use of the illustrations to deepen
understanding and to make predictions.

Enjoy it

Very importantly, enjoy the book for its own sake.
Read for enjoyment not just for interrogating the text.

Answer comprehension style questions about it

Feel confident that the understanding is good
enough to answer questions related to the text.

Make inferences beyond the text

Make inferences and deductions beyond the text.
Pick on nuances and anticipate what the author is
implying or attempting to draw attention to do?

Apply it, where relevant, to other learning and to
your writing

Make use of the author’s style in on writing. Link to
other areas of the curriculum where it is relevant to
do so.

Put it in context, in relation to your life and
experiences

Use the text to consider own experiences or question
own values and beliefs.

Mastering Reading
Know Characters

Talk about the main characters in the book.

Sequence

Discuss the sequence of events in books and how
they relate to each other.

Structure

Understand that books are structured in different
ways, eg, stories with dilemmas, myths, etc.

Organisation of narrative

Appreciate why different narratives are organised in
a certain way, eg, fantasy, historical novels, etc.

Identify

Recognise how the language structure and
perspective contribute to the meaning of the text.

Features

Know how the way a text is organised supports the
purpose of the writing. Explain and comment on the
structural devices used to organise a text

Understanding Vocabulary – Upper School

DFE states that, “Fluency also relies upon a sufficient vocabulary. When
reading, children come across new ideas and words they have not
encountered before. By meeting words in context – and meeting the
same word in different contexts – they learn how to work out the
meanings of unknown words and of words with more than one
meaning.”

Understanding Vocabulary – Upper School
• Schools must find separate opportunities to build children’s vocabulary and enjoyment of
literature by reading to them throughout their time in school. Class novel each week.
• A wide vocabulary is an important tool for understanding new subject matter, and as pupils’
understanding of a subject grows, so does their ability to work out new words they may come
across on a day to day basis.
• Each of the learning walls should demonstrate key vocabulary.
• Spelling logs, WOW walls etc. to demonstrate new vocabulary learnt.
• Word banks needed for children
• Importance of a glossary
• Book clubs
• Using the correct vocabulary (teachers must facilitate this)
• A range of books available in rooms and library
• Life experiences through a varied curriculum

Evidence of Vocabulary

Identifying and explaining key aspects of the text
• Provide learners with enough time to
read the book and enjoy it.
• Notice how the author makes
excellent use of dialect, especially Mr
Tom’s talk.
• Talk about the concept of evacuees
and how they would have coped.
• Talk about how the war impacted on
the settings of this book, the
countryside and the city of London.
• What strategy has the author used to
create a sense that Mr Tom was
always going to be kind to William?
• Find other books written by the author.
How does this one relate to others?

Identifying and explaining key aspects of the text
• Why is the setting important to the story line?
• Why do you think Mister Tom suggested that William go to the
church to do some drawing on his birthday?
• In Chapter 6, we get to know Zacharias (Zach) Wrench for the
first time. Why are we likely to ‘like’ him?
• In Chapter 9, William’s birthday, which line tells you that
William had never been to a birthday party before?
• What does Tom mean when he says to William, ‘You’ve got it up
there’ as he taps his forehead?

Identifying and explaining key aspects of the text

Spoken Language – Standard versus Non-Standard English
One of the prominent features running right through the novel is
Tom’s peculiar sayings. He has a very specific dialect. What do these
sayings mean?
‘I ent got all day’
‘Ere’s an ole scarf of mine’
‘Stop shilly-shallying and tell me about the boy’

Quality Texts
• At the beginning of the book people were tolerant
of queuing for food but as the book moves on they
are impatient with queuing. Why do think this is?

• There are many references to the fat mayor
throughout the book. Piece together these
references and write a brief character description
of him.
• Why do you think that ‘.. one morning the whole
town decided to leave’?
• Who do you think the ‘different’ soldiers were that
came through the town?

Sequencing of Events
Number these facts about the life of the giant panda cub from 1-5 in the order in which
they happen.
The first one has been done for you.

A cub eats bamboo for the first time.

A cub leaves its mother.

A cub develops black spots.

A cub weighs 31 to 36 kilograms.

A cub weighs about the same as an apple.

Sequencing of Events
Number the following sentences from 1-5 to show the order in which they happen in the
poem.
The first one has been done for you.

The poet arrives in France.

The poet lives with his grannie.

The poet is injured.

The poet’s grannie visits him.

The poet writes to his grannie.

Inferences from a text
.

Edward found a game. How can you tell that there was something strange about the
game?
Explain two ways, using evidence from the text to support your answer.
1. ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Inferences from a text
Look at page 3.
What impressions do you get of Em Sharp at this point in the extract?
Give two impressions, using evidence from the text to support your answer.
Impression

Evidence
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

Inferences from a text
There were rooms in the old farmhouse which I never saw used and which smelt of a
past that held extraordinary fascination for me: little windows where unknown
ancestors had sat on autumn evenings; old leather-lined bookcases with books that no
one had handled for fifty years; dust that no one had bothered to remove; piles of
candle wax in unlikely corners; huge chamber pots and cracked basins, and
everywhere a great generosity of space.

Look at the first paragraph.
What suggests that the inside of the old farmhouse was not very well looked after?
Give two things.
1. ____________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________

Developing Mature Readers –
“DFE Reading – The Next Steps”
“Reading for pleasure is not only important because it improves performance in reading tests; it has a
much wider significance for children’s education. Research shows that it brings benefits that help
pupils achieve more across the whole curriculum. These include a broad vocabulary, text
comprehension, grammar and general knowledge. Reading for pleasure has also been found to be
linked to greater progress in spelling and mathematics skills. Recent longitudinal research found the
impact of reading for pleasure on progress in vocabulary, arithmetic and spelling between the ages of
10 and 16 to be four times greater than the impact of having a parent with degree.”

