
Class Newsletter           

Autumn Term 2020 

Year 1 

Welcome! We are looking forward to working in partnership with you to achieve the best for your child. We hope that 

this information sheet will be helpful to you. The class teacher for Year 1 is Miss Whittington and the Teaching 

Assistants are Mrs Latter and Mrs Besimi. 

The purpose of this letter is to give you important information about what to expect in the new school year. Obviously, 

with the current government guidelines regarding Covid-19, school is not quite back to normal yet and we have had 

to make changes to the start and finish times, classroom layout and parts of the curriculum to adhere to the 

government guidance. Hopefully, as the term progresses, we will be able to relax some of the systems in place.  

The children should arrive at the double gate at no later than 9.05 am when they will be collected. Parents will not be 

able to accompany their child to the school field, playground or premises. If you need to talk to a member of staff 

please call or email the school office. The children will be dismissed at 2.55 pm through the double gate.  

Our weekly P.E. lesson will be on a Friday. Please ensure that your child comes to school in their P.E kit and trainers 

every Friday. P.E kits are to be kept at home. They should consist of the following in school colours; shorts or jogging 

bottoms, T-Shirt, trainers and plimsolls. If your child does not have school jogging bottoms please consider purchasing 

a pair, in the winter they will be essential for outdoor P.E. Your child should have a named school shoe bag containing 

plimsolls. These will be worn during indoor P.E lessons and are to be kept in school at all times. All items of clothing 

and personal items (including lunchboxes and water bottles) should be named. The wearing of jewellery is not 

permitted, including ear studs. A spare change of clothes (including underwear and socks) should be provided for each 

child, this is to be kept in a named school P.E bag and will be kept in school in case of an ‘accident’. 

This half-term our learning topic is ‘Is the Wii more fun than Grandma and Grandad’s old toys?’ and ‘What do Aliens 

Think of Life on Planet Earth?’ will be our learning topic for the following half-term. We do basic number skills at 

school, but they also need to be practised daily at home. We hope that you will find time to do this with your child. 

You can help by: 

 

 Making sure she/he can read, write and recognise as many numbers up to 20 as they can manage: if that’s too 

easy keep going up to 100 or further! 

 Encouraging her/him to count in twos, fives and tens. 

 Giving her/him ‘quick fire’ questions e.g. ‘What goes with six to make ten?’, ‘Which number is one less than 

15?’ 

 Using maths with your child during daily activities e.g. counting the steps whilst walking/going up stairs, adding 

how many items are in your shopping trolley and counting out the cutlery when laying the table. 

Your child should be taking their reading book home every day and bringing it back to school the next morning with 

their reading record completed by the adult who read with them. We are focussing particularly on how your child 

understands what they have read. Therefore, we will only move a child up a level once they have a secure 

understanding of what they are reading. You can help your child by: 

 

 Reading to her/him if a book is too challenging so that she/he can understand what the story is about. 

 Talking about the story and asking questions such as ‘Why do you think that happened?’ or ‘What do you think 

will happen next?’ 

 Making sure your child knows the sounds made when groups of letters blend together to make one sound 

(either a digraph or a trigraph) e.g. ch, sh, th, oo, sp, ing, ie. Point these out as you come across them when 

reading and together see if you can think of other words with these blends of letters. 

 Pointing out full stops, capital letters and speech marks so that your child begins to have an understanding of 

the uses of punctuation. 

  



 

 

 

Spellings are given out each Friday and the children are tested on the following Thursday. A further piece of home 

learning will also be sent home on a Friday, this is to be handed in at the latest by the following Wednesday.  

Each child will be given their Bug Club login details so that they can access this e-learning from outside of school. At 

school we teach things gradually in line with your child’s ability and it is important to make learning interesting and 

engaging. If you are anxious about any aspect of your child’s work, please share your worries with us by appointment.  

A Universal Free School meal is provided. This can be the hot meal, vegetarian or the packed lunch. The school will 

also provide a piece of fruit at break time. Your child will need to bring in their own named water bottle each day 

and a packet of tissues. Water bottles will be replenished regularly during the day by staff members. In Year 1 milk is 

no longer provided free of charge for the children, if you wish your child to continue to receive milk please follow the 

link to the Cool Milk website; https://customers.coolmilk.com/v2/register/. 

During the first half of the Autumn Term many informal assessments will take place in order to establish where 

individual children are in their learning and to close possible gaps. We will do our utmost to ensure every child gets 

the support they need whilst at school, and if we feel that there are certain things that you could do at home to further 

help then we will speak to you personally. Please do not worry unduly – all children across the country have missed a 

lot of school lately and are all in the same situation! You can now best support your child by making sure they attend 

school regularly and on time and complete all the home learning set. 

Attached to this letter is the learning map for this term and home learning suggestions. 

 

Many thanks for your support. 

 

   Camilla Whittington  Jill Latter  Sally Besimi  

                                                        Class Teacher          Teaching Assistant            Teaching Assistant 
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