
  History Curriculum mapping 2022-2023 
 
Subject  
intent: 

“The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future.” – Theodore Roosevelt 
In line with the national curriculum, the history curriculum at Beaumont aims to help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It strives to inspire pupils’ curiosity to 
know more about the past and equip them to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s 
lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups. It also helps children gain a sense of their own identity within a social, political, cultural and economic background. Our own 
school site’s rich and interesting past is a celebrated and inspiring feature of the history curriculum at Beaumont. We draw from and make full use of the immediate and wider local area, enabling children to develop a deep 
understanding of the history of their locality.  

 

Year 
group:  

Year R Year 1 Year 2 
 

Year 3 
 

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Use the past tense to talk 
about my personal history. 
Know and be able to names 
some of the ways in which 
the past was different from 
the present based on my 
experience of reading books. 
(History) 
 
 

Are our new toys more fun 
than Grandma and 
Grandad’s old toys? 
Which toys would you buy if 
you could? Look through the 
Toy section of the Argos 
catalogues for inspiration. 
Look at old toys and new 
toys. Do you think the 
selection of toys are old toys 
or new toys? Sort old toys 
from new toys. Look at old 
toys and new toys. 
Understand how toys are 
different today to in the 
past. What is your favourite 
toy and why? Draw and 
describe your favourite toy. 
What toys would you sell in 
your own toy shop? Include 
a range of old toys and new 
toys. Design your own toy. 
Draw and label a picture of 
your toy. Write a sentence 
explaining how your toy 
works. 

- Has Greece always been in 
the news? (Ancient Greece) 
Children will begin by looking 
at maps of Europe and 
identifying European 
countries. They will use maps 
to find Greece, and also look 
at maps of Ancient Greece 
compared to modern Greece 
and explore how and why it 
has changed. We will also 
explore the daily lives of 
people in Ancient Greece 
and how they lived, and also, 
how we know what life was 
like back then. The role of 
the gods in their lives and 
read Greek myths. We will 
look at landmarks from 
Ancient Greece that still exist 
today and explore what we 
can learn from them and 
explore how the Olympics 
began. We will plot key 
events from Ancient Greece 
on a timeline and then 
explore the reasons why 
Ancient Greek civilisation 
came to an end and the 
influence it still has on us 
today, particularly the 
concept of democracy.  

How did Dr Barnardo 
change the lives of poor 
Victorian children? 
To address and devise 
historically valid questions 
about change (HI): 
Understand how lives of the 
rich and poor were very 
different. Understand how 
our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources. Discuss the impact 
the changes in the 
educations system had then 
and now. 

- How could Hitler have 
convinced a nation like 
Germany to follow him? 
(KS2 History) A study of an 
aspect or theme in British 
History that extends pupils’ 
chronology beyond 1066: 
Hitler’s invasion of Europe 
and its impact on Britain. 
To understand why and 
when WW2 started. To 
explore what part Hitler 
played in the war. To look at 
how and why the Jewish 
nation suffered as a result of 
Hitler coming to power. To 
examine Anne Frank and 
how she represented the 
term ‘persecution’. To 
explore the life of Sir 
Winston Churchill. To 
understand the term 
‘Propaganda’.  
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Begin to understand the 
recent past through my 
experiences of the seasons, 
using calendars, and 
observing the New Year’s 
celebrations in London. 
(History)  

- How have Nelson Mandela 
and Rosa Parks helped to 
make the world a better 
place? 
Lives of significant 
individuals (Hi): 
Know who NM and RP were 
and why they are famous. 
Describe their impact to 
racial equality. Use 
secondary sources to 
independently research 
another famous individual 
from the past, saying what 
they are famous for.  

- What was the ‘House on the 
Hill’? Who lived there? 
A local history study, a study 
of an aspect of history dating 
from a period beyond 1066 
that is significant in the 
locality. Pupils should note 
connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use 
of historical terms. To 
understand what life was like 
in Victorian times & how 
Victorian society differed 
from modern society. A 
study of the Reedham 
orphanage and school. 

- How could Hitler have 
convinced a nation like 
Germany to follow him? 
(continued) 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
  

Know some similarities and 
differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing 
on my experiences and what 
has been read in class. 
(History) 
 

- What happened at the 
Great Fire of London? 
Events beyond living 
memory (Hi): 
Know the events of the 
Great Fire of London. Begin 
to develop an understanding 
of the importance of 
historical first-hand eye 
witness evidence that helps 
us know about the past. 
Describe what life was like in 
London 350 years ago and 
how it was different from 
today. 

Who first lived in Britain?  
(Stone Age) 
Look at a timeline and 
identify when the Stone Age 
was and understand what is 
meant by the term 
‘prehistory’. Explore Stone 
Age houses, clothes and cave 
art and other features of 
stone Age life and how these 
changed over time 
throughout the time period. 
Understand how we know 
about prehistory when there 
are no written records and 
the types of evidence that 
we can find. Explore the art 
the early man produced and 
what this tells us about life 
at the time. Learn about life 
in Skara Brae and what 
occurred there and how it 
was uncovered after many 
years.  

- How can we re-discover the 
wonders of Ancient Egypt? 
The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when 
the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study 
of the Ancient Egyptians.  

- 
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Consider how the roles of 
people in society have 
changed over time. (History) 
 

Would The Beatles win a 
talent show today? 
Who were the Beatles? What 
was popular in Britain in the 
1960s? What is your 
favourite Beatles song? Who 
would you vote for in a 
talent show, The Beatles or 
Little Mix? Music through 
the generations. Who would 
parents/grandparents say 
were famous in their day? 
How has the way we listen to 
music changed over the 
years? 

Why did the Titanic sink? 
Events beyond living 
memory (Hi): 
Understand what life was 
like 110 years ago in London 
and some reasons behind 
immigration. Compare and 
contrast this time period to 
modern day and the 
previous historical period 
learnt about. Consider the 
historical sources available 
for this time period 
compared to the previous 
one.  

Who first lived in Britain?  
(Bronze & Iron Ages) 
Understand how bronze is 
made and that the discovery 
of bronze meant that mental 
tools gradually came to 
replace stone ones, leading 
to the beginning of the 
Bronze Age. Explore how life 
in the Bronze Age was 
different to the life in the 
Stone Age and how people 
were becoming more 
advanced and evidence of 
this can be seen in their 
homes and other lifestyle 
factors. Explore how the 
bronze age gradually came 
to an end when bronze was 
replaced by an even sharper 
and tougher metal- Iron, 
which marked the beginning 
of the Iron Age. Explore 
societal changes to Britain 
during the Iron Age- 
particularly in the way in 
which people were divided 
into clans and tribes and 
often lived in hill forts to 
protect themselves. 
Compare and contrast the 
three ages and understand 
how life has changed over 
time and how Britain’s 
history has shaped the way 
we live. Explore how the iron 
Age/Celtic way of life came 
to an end with the Roman 
invasion that influenced our 
culture. 

History of Trading (linked to 
a geography topic Where 
does it come from?) 
How did trade benefit this 
country during the Victorian 
period and the period 
afterwards? Look at some of 
the ethical issues connected 
with this growth in trade. 

How can we re-discover the 
wonders of Ancient Egypt? 
To carry out research into 

the Pharaohs and to find out 
how archaeology has helped 
us find out about the past, 
reflect on achievements of 

an early civilisation. 

- 
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Consider how animals evolve 
over time to adapt to their 
environments based on my 
experience of reading books 
about Charles Darwin. 
(History) 
 

- What was on the site of our 
school over 100 years ago? 
Local history (Hi): Know what 
was on the site of our school 
historically. Understand the 
reasons why some children 
would have lived in 
orphanages then. Learn 
about census records as a 
source for historical 
information.  

Who was John Whitgift?  
(Local history in the Tudor 
era) 
Further develop 
understanding of what a 
historical ‘source’ is and 
what these can tell us about 
life in the past. Use a range 
of different historical sources 
to understand who John 
Whitgift was and what life 
was like in Tudor Croydon. 
Explore John Whitgift’s life 
and how the human 
geography of Croydon has 
changed since he was alive. 
Begin to develop an 
understanding of Whitgift’s 
influence in Croydon and 
how it can still be seen 
today.  

What was the First World 
War? When did it happen? 
A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ knowledge 
beyond 1066. Research the 
events that led up to the 
start of the 1st World War. 
What are the sources for this 
information? Can we trust all 
sources that we can find? 
How do we know that the 
information is correct?  Read 
individual accounts of 
soldier’s experiences in the 
war. Understand how it 
might affect individual 
families by reading the book 
“War Game”. Why do we 
commemorate wars? Do you 
think you would have signed 
up? Do you think that it is 
right to wage war? 

Who were the Anglo-
Saxons? Why did the Vikings 
invade Britain? 
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor. Viking 
raids and invasions. 
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Know some similarities and 
differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Use the a past tense to 
describe historical aspects of 
stories. (History) 
 

Would Charles Darwin be 
famous if he were alive 
today?  
Who was Charles Darwin? 
Why is Charles Darwin 
famous? What tools did 
Charles Darwin use to help 
him with his discoveries? 
What tools could Charles 
Darwin have used if he were 
alive today? Which fruits 
grows in the Galapagos 
Islands? Where does the 
fruit in our fruit salad come 
from?  
 

-  Romans in Britain 
(Why did they come here?) 
Understand the methods of 
historical enquiry, including 
how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical 
claims, and discern how and 
why contrasting arguments 
and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed 
(ie was the Roman invasion 
and occupation good for 
Britain?) 
Study the timeline of the 
Roman occupation of Britain. 
Why did the Romans come 
to Britain and what was the 
legacy they left? 

Who were the Anglo-
Saxons? Why did the Vikings 
invade Britain? 
The resistance by Alfred the 
Great and Athelstan, first 
king of England, further 
Viking invasions and 
Danegeld. Anglo-Saxon laws 
and justice. Edward the 
Confessor and his death in 
1066 

Why was the Islamic 
Civilisation around AD900 
known as the ‘Golden Age’? 
To know what this Golden 
Age gave to the world. To 
know who the Prophet 
Muhammad was and how he 
was associated with the 
Golden Age. What was the 
House of Wisdom? To know 
what part the Golden Age 
had in improving health care. 
Why did this age come to an 
end and what was its legacy 
to modern times? 

 


