
What can you do to help your child with 

reading at home? 

Children are made readers on the laps of 

their parents. Emilie Buchwald 

 

Read to your child and talk to your child at every opportunity. 

 

Here’s some reasons why this is so important, even before children begin school: 

‘Young children typically gain several new words a day, 

acquiring new vocabulary at an astonishing rate. Yet by the 

time they start school, some children will have heard 

millions more words than others. The number of words a 

child has heard and can speak by the age of three is a 

predictor of later language development, so these 

vocabulary gains are critically important.’ 

The Reading Framework 

Teaching the Foundations of Literacy, July 2021 

 



Researchers in the United States who had looked at the impact of parents reading with their 

children quoted the following figures in a news release about their findings: 

Here’s how many words children would have heard by 

the time they were 5 years old: 

Never read to, 4,662 words;  

Read to 1–2 times per week, 63,570 words;  

Read to 3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; 

Read to daily, 296,660 words;  

and Read to: five books a day, 1,483,300 

The Reading Framework 

Teaching the Foundations of Literacy, July 2021 

Active Learn (Bug Club) 

Using Bug Club at home is a great way to support your child with reading at home and you can 

easily find their login details in their reading records. Bug Club has a huge range of books for 

children to read and they can also play games after reading a text. 

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0 

SCREEN SHOT PHOTO OF A BUG CLUB READING ACTIVITY 

Audio Books 

Audio books can be accessed through the local library in Purley and through any Croydon library. 

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-culture/libraries/find-your-library/purley-

library 

• Awaiting a link from Dandelion learning 

  

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-culture/libraries/find-your-library/purley-library
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Book lists  

Book lists are a helpful way of finding age-appropriate book. Books lists 

inspire children to choose from a range of inspirational authors and topics. 

Explore the links below to find some recent recommendations.  

Books for Topics- Recommended children's booklists sorted by age or topic...as well as non-

fiction and diverse book lists. 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/ 

Great Books Guide 2022: best new children's books- Here are 100 books from the last 

year that we think are great – and so will children. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/ 

 

Non-fiction November 2022 

https://www.literacyhive.org/national-non-fiction-november/ 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.literacyhive.org/national-non-fiction-november/

